flumm*arv of MPA> thesis _on tlae Mltogn-aaMfiado.l>L-

Por the thesis which I am submitting on the

Mldrash Ha*iniadol 1 have used primarily four® and sec-
ondarily two other"Yemenite manuscripts. The text of
the best of the four manuscripts I have transcribed and
made the basis of my work. = Where the text of the other
three manuscripts differs from that of the basic text,
I have noted the Important variants. The fifth manu-
script I have consuxted and made occaslonax reference
to 1y. The sixth manuscript having come Into my
hands rather late, I have added an Appendix In which

I note other Important variants, .nd marginal glosses”
peculiar to this manuscript. some of the manuscripts
contain Arabic marginal glosses written In Hebrew

e
Characters. These 1 have transliterated, and translated.

I have arranged the text according to the chapters

and verses of Scripture which the Mldrashlc passage seeks
VO elucidate, and have written the Biblical text, which Is
the heading to the passage. In larger type. The alphabet-
ical letters giving the division of chapters and verses, the
Biblical references, and the marks of punctuation are my
own additions. In one case only, at the beginning of the
text (after the poem) I have added the Biblical” text as a
heading, putting It In square brackets.

The text contains many citations of ancient
Rabbinic writings and many discussions of matters relating
to Jewish homiletics. An Important part of my work, there-
fore, has been the provision of a Commentary In which I have
been guided by two principles: (I) That of tracing the
scTurces of our Mldrash In the vast field of Babblnlc liter-
ature: and (2) that of elucidating the text. I have also
sought to explain foreign words, such as Aramaic, Greek,

Latin and Arabic. This Commentary, which I believe is the

first of Its :kind In English, will enable every reader who



knows Hebrew to understand the meaning of the text, and will

give him an Insight also Into the method of Mldraslc Inter-
pretation In general#

I have prefixed to the text and Commentary, etc#,
a Prefatory Note giving particulars concerning the manu-
scripts and explaining my methods; an Introduction dis-
cussing the authorship, late. Importance,and characteris-
tic features of the Mldrash ; List of Hebrew, Aramaic and
English abbreviations; and a Bibliography of some of the

more Important works referred to#
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